
 

 

WILL  CIVIL  SERVICE  
EMPLOYEES(CSRS)BE  
INVOLUNTARILY SWITCHED  
TO THE FEDERAL  
EMPLOYEE  RETIREMENT  
SYSTEM (FERS)? 
 
This  is  an  exerpt  from  the 
601 Clerk Craft Director’s 
report  from  the  NWIAL  
February 2014  Local  Line  
that  was  mailed  to  the  
homes  of the  members. The  
question  was  recently  asked  
of  Tour 3  Alternate  Chief 
Steward  Melanie  Bellmon. 
Any  changes  that  affects  the  
Federal  Employee  
Retirement  System(FERS) 
and  Civil  Service(CSRS) 
does  not  apply  to  only  
APWU represented employees 
and  this  information  would  
be  helpful  to  all  career  
employees. FERS employees  
began  their  initial  
appointment  on  January 1, 
1984. 
 
This rumor has been floating  
around  the Carol  Stream 
facility  for  some  time. I  
asked  this  question  while  
giving  my  report  at  two  of  
the  monthly membership  
meetings  in  2013. None of  
the attendees  from  any   of  
the  NWIAL  Associate  
Offices, Palatine P&DC, or  
Chicago Surface 
Hub(Busse)as  well  as  the  
Executive  Board  members  
had  ever  heard  of  the  
rumor. 
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I  spoke to  a  representative  
from  the Secretary-Treasurer  
office  from  the  National  
Headquarters  of  the  
American  Postal  Workers  
Union  prior  to the  results  of  
the  national  elections  who  
stated  this is  untrue and  had  
never  heard  of  it. Nor  did  
my counter-part  at  South  
Suburban. 
At  the  2013  NWIAL  Human  
Relations  Annual  Retirement 
Seminar  on  October 5, 2013, 
there  was  a  very  
knowledgeable speaker  
named  Judy McCann. She  is  
from  the  Egan, Minnesota  
office  and  knew  everything  
about  retirement. In  her  
expert  opinion  this  will not  
happen  and  it  would  take  
an  extreme  act of  Congress  
to  change  the  law. This  law  
in  not  on  the  table  and  it  
would  be  a major hit  for  
CSRS  who  have  not  been  
paying  into  FERS. How some  
rumors  get started  is  a  
mystery but  this  one  can  be  
put  to  rest.  
 

WHEN IS THE NEXT 
SALARY INCREASE?   
The  next  salary  increase  
would  be a cost-of- living 
adjustment (COLA) the  
amount  if  any , has yet  to  be 
determined  as  of  this  date. 
The amount will be determined  
after  the  release  of  the  
2014 January   
consumer  price  index  and  

would  effective  March 8, 

2014 (pay period 07-14) and  

reflected  on  the   

March 28, 2014  payday. The 
COLA raise would  only  apply  
to APWU career  employee.  
All  new  salary  rate  charts   
will  continue  to  be  posted  
on  the  APWU  Bulletin 
boards  in  the  facility  and  
the  associate  offices  bulletin  
boards. The  next  contract  
raise  which  would  affect  all  
APWU  represented  
employees  including  PSEs  
would be  effective  November 
15, 2014  and  would  be 
reflected  on  the  December 5, 
2014 paycheck. 
 
Tour 3  steward  Glenn  Pugh  
suggested  the  following  
information  be   provided; 
WHEN WILL  THE  NEXT  
CLERK  BIDS  BE POSTED? 
This  is  a  question  that  is  
asked  more  frequently  than  
any  others.  In  2013,  the  
date  of  the  posting, the  date  
the  results  were  posted  and  
the  effective  date  of  the  bid  
was  posted  on  all  APWU  
bulletin  boards. The  posting  
cycle  is  off  by  two  days  
due to  the present  vacancy  
being  posted  on January 31, 
2014. After  the  results  of  
this  posting  is  finalized, the 
Union  will  again  post  the  
bidding  cycle  on  all  the  
bulletin  boards.  The  results 
will  be posted  in  the  
information  center, the  
bulletin  board  outside  of  the  
Union  Room  and the  bulletin  
board   in  the  Carol  Stream  
Branch.  
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This  will  let  employees  know  
when  to  look  for  the  bids  while  
on  leave  and  to  make  
arrangement. 
 
WHEN IS THE LATEST A BID  
CAN  BE  SUBMITTED? 
If   the  bid  is  submitted  
electronically  or  by  phone, you  
have until  11:59pm  on  the  closing  
date   to  submit  a  bid. Bids  are  
posted  for  ten  days. The  Union  
would  advise  employees  not  to  
wait  until  the  last  minute  or  last  
day  to  submit  a  bid. 
 
WHEN CAN I  WITHDRAW  A  
BID?   
You  have until  11:59 PM  on  the  
closing  date  to  withdraw  a  bid  
that  was  submitted  electronically  
or by  phone.  Again do not wait  
until  the  last  minute or else you 
would be stuck in the bid 
assignment that you submitted. 
 
SAFETY CAPTAIN’S MESSAGE 
I  was  asked  by  Carol  Stream  
Safety  Captain  Keith  Stephens  
that employee  must be  reminded   
to  work  safely  and  seek  help  if  
it’s  too  heavy. Ask  your  
supervisor  or  Lead  Clerk  to  
summon  a  Mail  Equipment  
Operator  if  necessary.  This  is  an  
aging  workforce  and  we  do  not  
want to  break  down  our  younger  
employees  either. 
 
FAREWELL  AND  GOOD  LUCK  
TO  RETIREEES. 
Carol  Stream  Window Clerk  
Gloria  Wilson  was  acknowledged  
by  her  co-workers. Thanks  to  
Tour  II Chief  Steward  Michael  
Cooley  for  presenting  Gloria  with  
her  watch. 
Carol Stream  Tour  I  clerk  Sheila  
Landrum  was  so  nice, they  did  it  
twice. 2  parties! 
 
 
 
 

Wheaton  Clerk Dorothea(Dori) 
Bethke  her  farewell brought  out  
retired  employees, former  
postmaster  and  even the  area 
Post Office Operation 
Manager(POOM). 
Tour  2  BME Ed  Czerpynski  was  
acknowledged  by the tour  1  and  
tour  2  Maintenance  Department. 
Thanks  to  Ron  Lantgen (Boats) 
and Tom  Conway  for  assisting  in  
the  presentation. 
 

The  Carol  Stream  Basketball  
team  begins  their  second  year  of  
representing   this  facility. The 
games will be at Amundson Park 
6200 W Bloomingdale, Chicago.  
The season begins on March 2, 
2014. Games are played on 
Sundays. 
 

Denise Frazier is a clerk at Chicago 
Surface Hub and the sister of 
Vincent Frazier. Vincent passed 
away on Sept. 11, 2013. She 
wanted this shared with his co-
workers. See letter below. 
 


